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Fitc whote hynn' and pan of one arc dewted to Aq i, the t*. Th. view
of tchotsB hrs bccn that Fy rcp.escn3 q4 rhe sun i9cff o; as thc deiry in . Thc
tctions and c.rploits descnbed in rhc hynns a.e exptained iI Enns of the sun's
cous.. Sanskit tad E-fthGn etyn otogiet arc giren in aupl,on of thh view. The
hcwta in thh iaacetctztion htrE ztso bccD &olrAht @t by sonre. Th.y lcad us .o
con der @me other phcnonenon bhind the ntrh of fV As thc Veda vas con
posed in lDdia ad as AV has attaircd Fime inpoaaace m u\e common t djaj,
cdtore, etytaoloEtes e sorght ncarer home, jn the hdian tsnEuagEs includid the
South Indian oD6; they sq,port ,he attcmttive view of Vifq! zs comet, which
pmvida coasistedt cMrdhztioa whh the epic and punnic stoies ft.tating to the

l lntroduction

Vittu in th. Fgada wo|utd bc a deiry otrty of lh€ founh fank, c.l.brated
in five whole hllms and in part of another, and his narnc occurrins about lO0
tioes sltoSerher (p. J1 42. vedic Mtthotogl, A A. Macdotrel, raig rere-"a
hcrafrer alsol. The special tnits and characters of the deity are said to be :

' Hc takes tluce srrides, ofwhich two are visible; thc rhird is bcvond the
lieht ot bnds or Dortal keD . He is uuatp .wde 

Eoiag. Nd uru*naa .wrde

stnding' (1.155, 7.99). He dwells far from this space (7.100).

' In takilg lho thre€ srrides, 
'a!u 

obs$ves Laws (L22). H. is borh arcietrt
and reccot (1.156).

' H€ is Jrirls'r'nomrain dweling' and Jz;,ifrr 
.bountain-&biding', 

dso
dong with 1ad., (1.154, ls5).

' Hc is alied with Indn {orlyl in his fithr with r/r,rr, dcsuoy€d Sanbaia,s
99 6dc,r atrd @nquered Ihc hosts of r/@t (6.69, 7.99, 1.t55).

'Hc is associated with Marurs, with whom hc spceds atons (5.87, 2.34,
8.20).

' He has difrcred torm (7. r 0o). Hc is p,orcctor of embryos (7.36, 10.r841.

' Hc takcs thc rhee steps fo. ln.n in di.tress (6.49, 8.69).
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Th. pucly naturllistic interprclatior talcs 'tlc ttu.e strides ot steps' to mtan

th. rising, culmination ad sctting of thc sun However' the lhird steP' bcitg the

highost, shows no tnc€ ofb.ing contreded with sunset. Alicmatjvely' lhcv e' takcn

as rh. coune of thc sun 0rcugh lho thrcc divilions of the univcrse. Oldcnb.rg tbitrks

that cv€ly defoitc trace of solar cbffacter is lacking in Aq' who is conceived ottlv B
r tlavcrs€! of $,idc splcc (W. 38-39 ibid l.

MdE cvi(knci agsinst thc ti{r|,'sur €quation can be Sivcr Thc stAl'm'nt

$out y/irrds ftre. snides is in thc past tcns€, whilc lhc cou6c of thc aun i! vilibl"

cvcry day. (a{q' ffuScq{G ?d lq.&lllc}.cifttuiqffi I R td qt inFl q{R I

u.r..s l). Thcrc rrc othcr hyds devotcd to SttrJa by ffimc, h wbich ihe s)Dbolism is

obvious and ihe statements ar! in lhe prcaent !cn6e

Osc of lhc cxploits of ai4dld l4Fars i5 statcd lo b. the creatiot of th! sun' thc

dlsns and tu. (ffi6 s"rclqfiil {fu{Fcfrll e.qa$. t/rts, Dusl thcrefo.. bc diffcr-

cnt ftom thesc three. The sun is th. s'mc visiblc size lhroughout hi5 courscl yryluis

sid to hsve increased in sizc bv Ns wcird powers fqi qx{ ddr ?sF l\'\a-t l}

Etymology

Accoriting to Ssyaq!, Snrya stimuhtcs or drives {tfti lg{Aftqi: l}' while

virnu pervades I.||1tIRI(ffg:l). Madonell infeB lhat Aq was oiiginalv coDceived

as tll€ sun, a6 lhc pct6ottifi.d swiftlv moYinS luminary by dtrivatioo fron thc root

ffrl'ro bc activc' (p. 39, italica supplicdli fiA-6c h sousht ftom ff-t6t'ro take

stridc.' s in Dc epithcG wnq 35t4 i! takcn lo mean 'wide'

'ngphrz*'by daindon aom t €tood is wonhy ofciieful att'ntion Words

ia zlarlEr^ge arc oot d.nvcd ftom tuots koors, p rti@laily h the Sanslrit ctlDo-

togical tradirion, .re Phomtic abstractiol fton words. They .rc assigtcd m€adngg

to bc conlistcnt with thc known or inagined mca ngs of thc wor& That b bow 6

f&milia word likc q{ woold bc derived aom two moca : V 'to rnove' dd ('to drivc'

stimulatc,' Niniicenth centuy Phonology crrricd the taditiotr forward by rEhting{q

ro thc rootRi 'to shitrc' to Gr.!k rcrbrLath solas cognatcs Thc fitots{ aPPlica

abo ro r{,f 'hc!vcn', thc Grcct word rclncs lo b{ightncas 6nd Lstit .o/is present in

wor& dctroting soriudc, lon litrcss oruoiFrcss. Dctail.d rulcs for phonclic rcl'tion'

ships bctwc.t IE llnguages have io doubt bccn worked out; lho scmiotics of lhe

rcots or words ore how€vcr not r.lated.

h spiie of sccePrdcc of the Prcmile, thst {vedic) Sanskit lrvas deYelopcd in

hdia io an envircnment of indt nou! lsngu.gcs' ctvrnolosical rclations of Sanslrit

words wlth thosc in the lndian lalgulgcs htve not b€en cvcn conc€Ptudly co[sid'
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ered, l€l alone being irvestitatcd. The divisioD ido langulgc familics h55 cspccialy

blockcd any sholarly .pproach to tbis .rca. Withit lhe sub-family of IA languages,

thc traffic of ctyma tr! always becn considcrcd one wsy; liom Satskrit to thc living

lndion l6nguage.s, drough dcscncratioD {qci{ aspcrpNlolog/Nnd ftrough'diach'o c

chanee' as pe. rodcn linguistics. south Inditn lanSurges dubbed as 'Dravidiar'

hav. been lefr out of lhe puview of phon€tic aod senantic co$idcmtion of Sanskit
words. BuEow did initiale their inclusion, but only for thosc words, for which

'satisfactory' ctymologics worc not availablc avithin thc acccpted tumewo*.

wc @o cmid.r thc vod Strrya irs€f. From Bunow and Emenesu's Dravidian

Etymologcal Diciiomry (DED), Tamil c&proDourced rtrmcaos to r.Yolve ad
th€re is a whole list of related words in so rnary SIla4u.g.s, Ta. cd.iyzn (pt. st nyaal
'su.', considcrcd a borowirg from Sarskrit, does not find place tu dtc DED.

Scmiorically, however, 'are revolvinel is a tar note zpt ad corrc€t prc_lit.rat€ dc_

scriptior of thc sun,lhan the'stinzulator, drift? olrlt aruAite Philotophcrs.

With r.fcrcnc. to Vi{tru !r can siFilarly consider the fonowing DED entri$ :

Ta. fl? '€ky, hc5vcn' uiaaavat'c.lqn^lb.ise'

Ta. vimu, vr,*u'b.cow.ol[ged' M!. r?t?uta 'to swcll

Ta. r4d"'lcqth.n, slretch' M. u_cd 'fan' (c is prono$ccd r 8.lso)

T!. ,i7' 10 tum, revolve, wander about, novc, rctum' ahw 'chnnge'

Ta- e*kam '.nlaryem.^r'

Ta. rrl'to assm. a fom, issuc fonh'

l,ny' 10 rcvolve' {as s wheel)

Ta. u.ar"to bc r.ducad into a powder'

u1, 'to b.come diminish€d'

Wilh slithi phonctic va.iations in forning udrrrrlr.ias (SdskicsoundinC forms

ofborrowingsfwecatreptftonthcabove,lhc'Srnskit'/i!0utriviknmauntgErato
mcm !a c.lcstial b.ing, rnoving in thc sky, enrarging likc a f.tr, being rcduccd to
powder, charying, dihini$hing, wsndering rbout and retumiog....', that is, a corn f
{ed ,ot rr. ru)- It wiU bc scon, that thc Sanskit roots z3 or u arc conceived by
analyziDs ! word iorm.d hon| noninal words joined toseth€r in an agglutinarive

laryua&- Comprchosion of th. hldN h3 b.cn rod. diJficult by th. ctymologcal
apparatus ad,opted, !! the ,ttrzti, words are used in the hymm in thcir original
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VI,NU, tlrc Com.t

The conespond€rce of rrir4! witb thc comct is not sought to bc justifi.d
merely by thc ctymology of ihe mne. The lryrhical exploits in rhe hymns catr .lso
t'€ explahed prcpe.ly on this balis. Sun, Moor, th. srars and plancts are famili.!
appcamnces in th€ sky or heaven. It is fte dozd.! that appers as a strrprisc, r.kcs
stridest revolvcs aroDrd .hc sun rakinS stides ard ofter growing lite a fan or
dinhishing a pasling through rrree srages of stridiq roward the sun, away ftoE
thc sun and disppcannce behind the sun or far away inro space, to rctuh later.

Quil. naturally, the comet bccame a venerablc objccr of prai.o and worship. Tbcy
myth-innlirg mclaphors emphasrzed one or the o$er of its ssp.crs:

ffil* ffit dq q: crffcfi ffi.qifr i

A c6cr'{gii {IqFi ffiorR, I l.{!y.{ I

Wlst exploits may on. speal of Aq,J, who raiscd marcrid dusts

Who scllcd the highcr region, wheeling round, in th.icc chdgld form-

cirrdqr -q ?qrrr i qfuTqqqR t\r.qj.l I

With body gowinS beyond hcasurc! moruls do not gr.sp your magnirudc.

(This is thc most imponant differen@ ftom thc sun, ahar su88esrs Vishnu

as{,ffr4cf4ift qq' I u.qr,.t I

You held thc .anh vith rays arouDd.

(S6ya4a .raNlates mayokha as nountah, thougb thc gcncrally acccptcd scnsc

is rayl.

rd< fiEJ: F{+44q Ti{Sc, Sdfffor, tl.tty.tl

It is tlEt ffEJ thai is praised, who is awcsmc ir wlour likc a lion, moving
tnrough rough .ountry, a denten of lhe mountains. (The sinite impties analoSy of
the lion's manc to rb. 6r,.1's 'rail' or 'fan'|.

qqlqagffiilcR5nrff frgl I t.try.i I

In who8€ three vAst {charging} strid.s, all rhc worlals 6rc co.taincd.

I @ FnFqixffilq{d g@fr1

TdqEtci fu sq{ft 
"qrf{!-dzr6| 

rdfu: tl.lgt.j 
'

Two or lhe stridcs ofthis hcarcnly virion, moral D.n lalk! of lnd prds4
His third, no one grasps, nor meteros ftiling, no! birds ayiry.
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(Acco.ding to Say.4a, E ltri ffi q€M I ccFi mcans birds or rrrzrs atso
@arr h thc Vcda aro se.n ro bc mcteors (rof rhs an'). Thcy arc iratcd ro b!

iicnd. of€!9, which firs in wcll with R!] as . comc! for mcrcoB at! simtur to
comets iD sudden bright appcdecc a.d a lory sprcad ofhil lite elt.Bion, pshiry
lhmugh lhc sky- ff b said to mem 'bird'. From Ta. ff is to bum thc attcnarivc
m€arins 'meteor' could be jusffied).

{9ff, qlln iqfr q alqhlcrt n Ei qfi.4BcE

T@frn Rfic'i dfr$'g{R: ra.crEq tl.ttt_s t

Likc a ,rrhccl with follr by drcry nlmes, is rhe rcvolving glob.;

He of girtrt physique rushDg towrdr ir, returu as a tullgowr youth, at the

{This would apply to some comets rhar retum periodic.Iy, once or nor.,
wilhin the lifetine of a generarion,.

q, 
Tafq h Tffi grqni M q<r{ft

dcrdFRqd qRT{+C tfneSi ftqq( rt.lrq.t t

Hc who, to thc a.cicnt , brav. lnd orcr naw bom ffr{, trEkB ofr.rint!. He
s'ho, of th. binb of thi! nighty orc spesks hi8hly, leads his lifc provided with

r di eF ff!fffr! {crd, liq|ff sg R frrq I

?iGI Tiff dr€trdqw{FlR {qq, qn* p,lo",'r 
r

You name 'shcl'closed', thal I praile. I, naltcr of thitrgs to ha lrom-
To you, who arc midty, houed bcyoid this dust, spcak I, dc\oid of

miSrrt.

l'fz. cjppi 's\att' Mzr. tipt {rutrll, tqplul) propc y cxpLin thc corrrovcr,
sid tere ,fizizrfi which lpplies to the statc of Euddcn contraction Gignmcd by adrt
'today') of a comct to its tidy 'hc6d' or trucleus. It b trot worthwhile to couect it
to JcPa; tusdy be4aue thc phlic depicrion of qrru cannor .xplain ftc c-\ploit of
thEe strides anal secondly thc word is far bcncr comcctcd to Mar. ,cpr'tail',
dh.r thin to htin di'p!r, 'c!lunn'- a v.!y &nuous $rlo$t).

ftffi fui qfl:r@ Tr qqsl fflaRg qR r

crqdrmeqiF Tdaaia6q: (frEq{{ N,too,q I

Whrt i! you coBidcratidn, VishN, rh.t you !ay, 'Shcll-closcd am I '!
Do rot withhold you true forrn, for you were of ditrerent $pe.t in rhe

t67
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{Th! .lcountcr of thc comct is with lhc sun Thc comct hss a profoundlv

larg€ aspcrt close lo the sutr and shrinks to ! shEl_closcd folm, amv fiDIn it).

iq{i tu{R er Flnh d gR RIRRg q
q€aWdffia{icrdFRff: {<In: Is.loo.\e I

O, ff9, I rnale you ofle.ing; O shell clos.d, acccpr $e obladon

May my culogical uncnngs lwell you; may you all prot4r us with your blcss_

ings for all time.

(This is piayer for re gtowlh of yiittu shcll-dosed, or the comet reducod in

size, tike for iho Boor aod sun 'in distrcss', dqring eclips€!).

Coirelations

VisN tb. deity does not stand alone; he is relatcd wilh Indra ad Marut in

lh€ Veda. Both Vishru aDd Indra ttaverscd, assuing foms lrt lrffi l€ €r"t). Thev

cnnobled fie skics, scattcr.d dusts for thc good of the living {grtqffift* <ftAsqd

fr r] €ift I q.n3.t)- Thcy arc prone to gmwth (srgtlil I i.sr' {) Bcing travclcrs,

thcy arc entE3ted to protcct the dcvotecs on safc roa& (sft$: qR&: !R{dr I S.SC I}.
Thcse coromor points bctw€cn the ts,o lad us to identitinS eith lbe moon, which

also gmws, is s..n st hountain tops (?|l€nff) .eleases the wat.s; In this t sk hc is

aided by the m€t.oN (as hed as thc /r/j.a wh.n th.y land otr 4rth) ithenc€ thcv

ee his aides, as Maluls. This alegory is sccl| in rhe fo[o'rrng :

ErhEfifur, !h{e i{Ci dft qFffE{
fiirfik: ((i q {Fi s} $rqre {k( I s.3,q.t I

lndla rd vi9trr, thick ftiends, snatched dnety Dhe of the for$ of Sambara.

Uffivllcd, th.y killed hundred lhousads of rhe powcrirl waniors of thc demon

(Thc denons are the clouds. Th. numb.rs of fons md *.arrio$ arc convcn-

tional).
qqFfu-ifi-ilEffiqlrR€ f,En ftdi ff fs r y.{z.tt I

Then, Indla plardrg to kill Vltra, said, 'vi$.u, de$, act with aI vslour'.

This statement shows, lhat the one geat deed ascribcd to ltldE *,as dot

cxquten by hin alonc.

Th. nythicd stones of kiling ofa demon by th! Sods thca appcff as varia-

tiors of an arcbctypal stcrcotyp.,

Sayasa's coment on this hlmD proc.eds on thc basis of thc mrr8tive rclaa-
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ing to vanadeva in thc {rqi36cDt Th. l3 verses are suPPos.d to cofftitute ! dta-

loguc b.t9ed Vamadeva, Indra ed Indra's mothd Adili. ftide ftom the sup'F

nstunl details like lndra being borne in the womb for a lhousand months "ir is to

be notcd how totally ncw nan.tives arc sPun fiom tlc vcnersted text of the Vcda'

The cpics ad Pur60as are replete with stories of this son' built on whatevcr mcan-

ing the recitc$ ad listcnds of vedic chAnts could make out of and inpos' on the

According to Styarla, 1rdt4 who ws hom in a cave' \r,as considcred infcrior

by his moth€r, who thercforc .quipped him with all the steryth; thcn ,r 
'c 

-'s
bon, he rcse hEh D his owa luskr. altjag haven std eslth wifi n lF'fitueE'qqR

fd6E. qrdl 4d!ll Aq I olqf{€l@rFi.Rra qI iqfr :[gDnqrgli: 1 Y- l. q l] (YamadeYa

praises fndh), 'O fndr., the inbxicated d.ion ryethsz sttuc* aI vou chjn' F{oa,'

A qq{aiii ffffRqi qq 6tqqi r!.t2.3 [.

Thc three evcnta {in italics above) have a vcry faniliar rin8, in the totally

{tifforcrt contcrt of HaD0mat's life-storv in thc Ramtys4t The charaders arc rathct

reve6cd: Ilanomat is born in a cave, be rises high toweds the sun and Indn hits

him otr the clli! {whence his t!m. !1. And later, ,e otrcG his Aicndship and ser-

vic€s to indmte vishoul

And yet th! R&ndy.Sa itser Provides lnough guidance to establish the idcn

tity of Visqu, the comet with Hanamal, thc mo.tev Pressing him io flv ovcr thc

ocean. his serior Janbavan says, 'Take stride, speedv swift' Ukc Vishnu took his

ltuee' {Kbbfindha 66.37). Hanomat hiffer exclains' 'nving over the sea' mv

aspcd will be likc, that of Vil4u taking three strides in voungd agc' (tffqfietFi
q<q]c{4 v4(q I GtDi: tldtnqll{q a<I *{ €-f,!ffq I ss it l) Staning with 'hairiness' lhcrc

is more than cnough of common chdsctcrs bctwccn com€ts ard meteors in lature

snd lhe monkeF in RamEyan.a to convince us of the foundation of thc mlnh'

Conclusidn:

The Vedic hymns have to be rcad in the light of lodian, rathcr than lndo'

Europcan lirguistics. Thcir trad{roml interpretations have to bc lcvid/ed by aPPlv-

ing multidisciplinary knowledge. Transfornations in mvtholog in the coursc of

time h.ve lo be bome in mhd. Acc.ptan@ of conclusions of such inquiii'6 vil
ueher into Ncw Indology for the lew century if not thc new m tloiun-

+6rr8
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